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Infant mortality is babies who die
during the first year of their life. In
2002 there were 7.2 million infant
deaths worldwide; 5.4% of all babies
born died within their first year,
including 2.3% in their first week.

The territory with the most infant
deaths was India, at 1.7 million, or
24% of the world total. In India, for
every 100 babies born alive, almost 7
die in the following 12 months.

In 22 territories the rate is over 1
infant death for every 10 live births.
All of these 22 territories are in Africa.
The highest infant mortality rate is in
Sierra Leone where 16.5 babies die,
of every 100 born alive.

Territory size shows the proportion of infant deaths
worldwide that occurred there in 2002. Infant deaths
are deaths of babies during their first year of life.
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* See website for further information.
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infant (under 1 year old) deaths per 1000 live births 2002*

“If we are the future and we’re dying, there is no future.” Mary Phiri, 2001
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